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MLA 8 

What’s New in the Eighth Edition 

Pages 1-2 taken from https://www.mla.org/MLA-Style/What-s-New-in-the-Eighth-Edition  

The eighth edition of the MLA Handbook, published in 2016, rethinks documentation for an era of 

digital publication. The MLA now recommends a universal set of guidelines that writers can apply to 

any source and gives writers in all fields—from the sciences to the humanities—the tools to intuitively 

document sources.  

The List of Works Cited – What’s Changed 

The eighth edition of the MLA Handbook introduces a new model for entries in the works-cited list, 

one that reflects recent changes in how works are published and consulted. Previously, a writer 

created an entry by following the MLA’s instructions for the source’s publication format (book, DVD, 

Web page, etc.). That approach has become impractical today, since publication formats are often 

combined (a song listened to online, for example, could have been taken from a record album 

released decades ago) or are undefinable. 

In the new model, the work’s publication format is not considered. Instead of asking, “How do I cite 

a book [or DVD or Web page]?” the writer creates an entry by consulting the MLA’s list of core 

elements—facts common to most works—which are assembled in a specific order. The MLA 

core elements appear below: 

 

 

Access a practice 

template here   

 

 

 

 

In the new model, then, the writer asks, “Who is the author? What is the title? What is the title of the 

‘container’” and so forth—regardless of the nature of the source. 

https://www.mla.org/MLA-Style/What-s-New-in-the-Eighth-Edition
https://style.mla.org/works-cited-a-quick-guide/
https://style.mla.org/works-cited-a-quick-guide/


2 

 

The eighth edition is designed to be as streamlined as possible. The author 
should include any information that helps readers easily identify the source, 
without including unnecessary information that may be distracting. Below are 
explanations of the main changes in MLA 8.  Following document adapted from … 

 

The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. The Writing Lab and OWL at Purdue and Purdue U, 

2008, owl.english.purdue.edu/owl.  

Modern Language Association of America. MLA Style, 2016, www.mla.org/MLA-Style.  
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1. TITLE OF CONTAINER 

The eighth edition refers to containers, which are the larger wholes in which the source is 
located. For example, if you want to cite a poem that is listed in a collection of poems, the individual 
poem is the source, while the larger collection is the container. The title of the container is usually 
italicized and followed by a comma, since the information that follows next describes the container. 

Kincaid, Jamaica. "Girl." The Vintage Book of Contemporary American Short Stories, 

edited by Tobias Wolff, Vintage, 1994, pp. 306-07. 

The container may also be a television series, which is made up of episodes. 

“94 Meetings.” Parks and Recreation, created by Greg Daniels and Michael Schur, 

performance by Amy Poehler, season 2, episode 21, Deedle-Dee Productions and 

Universal Media Studios, 2010. 

The container may also be a website, which contains articles, postings, and other works. 

Zinkievich, Craig. Interview by Gareth Von Kallenbach. Skewed & Reviewed, 

www.arcgames.com/en/games/star-trek-online/news/detail/1056940-skewed-%2526-

reviewed-interviews-craig. Accessed 15 Mar. 2009. **  

 

  

In some cases, a container might be within a 2nd container, for example, a book of short 
stories on Google Books, or a television series on Netflix, or an electronic version of a journal on 
JSTOR. It is important to cite these containers within containers so that your readers can 
find the exact source that you used. 

“94 Meetings.” Parks and Recreation, season 2, episode 21, NBC, 29 Apr. 2010. Netflix, 

www.netflix.com/watch/70152031?trackId=200256157&tctx=0%2C20%2C0974d361-27cd-

44de-9c2a-2d9d868b9f64-12120962.  

Langhamer, Claire. “Love and Courtship in Mid-Twentieth-Century England.” Historical 

Journal, vol. 50, no. 1, 2007, pp. 173-96. ProQuest, doi:10.1017/S0018246X0605966.  

FURTHER EXAMPLES: 

Essay in a book collection (single container): https://style.mla.org/works-cited-a-quick-guide-book/  

video on a website (single container): https://style.mla.org/works-cited-a-quick-guide-video/  

article in a journal in a database (container within a container): https://style.mla.org/works-cited-a-

quick-guide-journal/  

 

** NOTE: Inclusion of the access date is now optional and is recommended only for websites and online sources that do not 

include a copyright date.  However, it can be a good idea to list your date of access because web postings are often updated, 

and information available on one date may no longer be available later. Be consistent within your works cited, and always 

follow the direction of your teacher. 

 

https://style.mla.org/works-cited-a-quick-guide-book/
https://style.mla.org/works-cited-a-quick-guide-video/
https://style.mla.org/works-cited-a-quick-guide-journal/
https://style.mla.org/works-cited-a-quick-guide-journal/
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2. LOCATION 

You should be as specific as possible in identifying a work’s location.  

Print source locations are indicated with page numbers. An essay in a book, or an article in 
journal should include page numbers, with p. for page and pp. for pages. 

Adiche, Chimamanda Ngozi. “On Monday of Last Week.” The Thing around Your Neck, Alfred 

A. Knopf, 2009, pp. 74-94. 

A physical object that you experienced firsthand should identify the place of location. Give the 
name of the place and of its city. 

Matisse, Henri. The Swimming Pool. 1952, Museum of Modern Art, New York. 

Location of a performance, a lecture, or another live presentation is given by naming the 
venue and its city. 

Atwood, Margaret. “Silencing the Scream.” Boundaries of the Imagination Forum, MLA 

Annual Convention, 29 Dec. 1993, Royal York Hotel, Toronto. 

The location of a television episode in a DVD set is indicated by the disc number. 

“Hush.” Buffy the Vampire Slayer: The Complete Fourth Season, created by Joss Whedon, 

performance by Sarah Michelle Geller, episode 10, WB Television Network, 2003, 

disc 3.  

The location of an online work should include a URL (or DOI), as recommended. 

Wheelis, Mark. "Investigating Disease Outbreaks Under a Protocol to the Biological and 

Toxin Weapons Convention." Emerging Infectious Diseases, vol. 6, no. 6, 2000, 

pp. 595-600, wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/6/6/00-0607_article.  

URLs: 

 Do NOT include the http:// or https:// 

 Remove the hyperlink (unless your teacher wants it) 

 Permalinks are acceptable (and preferable to full URLs) - look for “Share” or “Cite this” 
button 

 

 

 

** NOTE: Inclusion of the access date is now optional and is recommended only for websites and online 

sources that do not include a copyright date.  However, it can be a good idea to list your date of access 

because web postings are often updated, and information available on one date may no longer be available 

later. Be consistent within your works cited, and always follow the direction of your teacher. ** 
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"Athlete's Foot - Topic Overview." WebMD, 25 Sept. 2014, www.webmd.com/skin-problems-

and-treatments/tc/athletes-foot-topic-overview.  

Lundman, Susan. "How to Make Vegetarian Chili." eHow, www.ehow.com/how_10727_make-

vegetarian-chili.html. Accessed 6 July 2015.  [no copyright date = Accessed date included] 

Felluga, Dino. Survey of the Literature of England. Purdue U, Aug. 2006, 

web.ics.purdue.edu/~felluga/241/241/Home.html.  

 

 

 

 

DOIs:  

A DOI, or digital object identifier, is a series of digits and letters that leads to the location of 
an online source. Articles in journals that have been posted on the WWW are often 
assigned DOIs to ensure that the source is locatable, even if the URL changes.  If your source 
is listed with a DOI, use that instead of a URL. Precede a DOI with doi: 

Alonso, Alvaro, and Julio A. Camargo. "Toxicity of Nitrite to Three Species of 

Freshwater Invertebrates." Environmental Toxicology, vol. 21, no. 1, 3 Feb. 

2006, pp. 90-94. Wiley Online Library, doi: 10.1002/tox.20155. 

 Do not look too hard for a doi.  It is there or it isn’t.  Here is an example: 
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: In digital formats, URLs may be hyperlinks (clickable), allowing your reader to 

connect directly to your sources. In addition, your instructor may prefer that you do not include 

URLs at all. Always follow the directions of your instructor. 
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3. MEDIUM of Publication 

Has gone away. Do not use Print, Web, etc., to delineate a source medium.  

4. AUTHORS 

The term author refers to the person or group primarily responsible for producing the work in 

question. If the role of that person or group was something other than creating the work’s 

main content—for ex., an editor—follow the name with the label that describes the role.  

NOTE:  Generally, for a book, if there is no author, but there is an editor, place the editor in the 

author position.   

Nunberg, Geoffrey, editor. The Future of the Book. U of California P, 1996. 

Holland, Merlin, and Rupert Hart-Davis, editors. The Complete Letters of Oscar Wilde, 

Henry Holt, 2000. 

 

NOTE:  If, for a book, if there BOTH an author as well as an editor who is prominently 

displayed on the cover or cover page, place the editor in the “Other Contributors” position.   

Dewar, James. Agent of Change: Print Culture Studies, edited by Sabrina Alcorn Baron, 

foreword by Janie Howser, U of Massachusetts P, 2007. 

 

 

When a source has three or more authors, only the first one shown in the source is normally 

given. Follow it with a comma and et al. (no period after et, period after al.) (Previously, the omission of 

coauthors was limited to sources with four or more authors and was presented as an option.)  

Wysocki, Anne Frances, et al. Writing New Media: Theory and Applications for Expanding 

the Teaching of Composition. Utah State UP, 2004.  

 

 

 

Pseudonyms, including online usernames, handles, screen names, are given like regular names 

@persiankiwi. “We have report of large street battles in east & west of Tehran now - 

#Iranelection.” Twitter, 23 June 2009, 11:15 a.m., 

twitter.com/persiankiwi/status/2298106072. 

Stendhal. The Red and the Black. Translated by Roger Gard, Penguin Books, 2002. 
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For works in media such as television and film, wherein many people play various roles, 

consider the focus of your paper:  

 If your work focuses on the contribution of a particular person, say the performance of 

an actor or the ideas of the screenwriter, begin the entry with his or her name, followed by a 

descriptive label. 

Gellar, Sarah Michelle, performer. Buffy the Vampire Slayer. Mutant Enemy, 1997-2003. 

 If your focus is NOT on a particular individual’s contribution, begin with the title. 
 

Buffy the Vampire Slayer. Created by Joss Whedon, performance by Sarah Michelle 

Gellar, Mutant Enemy, 1997-2003. 

 

5. TITLE 
 

When a source is untitled, provide a generic description of it, neither italicized nor in quotation 

marks, in place of title. Capitalize the first word and any proper nouns. 

 

Mackintosh, Charles Rennie. Chair of stained oak. 1897-1900, Victoria and Albert 

Museum, London.  

 

Emails – use its subject as the title of the source, enclosed in quotation marks and with standard 

capitalization 

Boyle, Anthony T. “Re: Utopia.” Received by Daniel J. Cahill, 21 June 1997. 

 

 

Tweets – identify by reproducing its full text text, without changes, as the title of the source. 

Enclose the text in quotation marks. 

@persiankiwi. “We have report of large street battles in east & west of Tehran now - 

#Iranelection.” Twitter, 23 June 2009, 11:15 a.m. eastern, 

twitter.com/persiankiwi/status/2298106072. 

 

 

 

Notice the time stamp in the citations above and below: If an article, a comment, a post, a 

tweet, or another source on the Web indicates a time when the work was posted or last 

modified, include the time and time zone along with the date, esp. if the time may be relevant.  
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A post, an untitled comment, an untitled review on an online forum – include the title of the 
work to which the one being documented is connected 

 

a. An untitled comment on an online forum (includes title of article commented on) 
 
Jean. Comment on “The Reading Brain: Differences Between Digital and Print.” 

So Many Books, 25 April 2013, 10:30 p.m., 

somanybooksblog.com/2013/04/25/the-reading-brain-differences-between-

digital-and-print/#comments-830130. 

 

b. An untitled review (includes title of work under review) 

Mackin, Josh. Review of The Pleasures of Reading in an Age of Distraction, by 

Alan Jacobs. New York Journal of Books, 2 June 2011, 

www.nyjournalofbooks.com/book-review/pleasures-of-reading-age-

distraction.  

6. OTHER CONTRIBUTORS 

In addition to the author, there may be other contributors to the source who should be credited, 

such as editors, illustrators, translators, etc. If their contributions are relevant to your research, 

or necessary to identify the source, include their names in your documentation.  

 Common descriptions are as follows: adapted by, directed by, edited by, illustrated by, 
introduction by, narrated by, performance by, translated by, annotated by, etc. These 
contributors’ roles are no longer abbreviated.  

 

 Other contributors’ names stay in normal order.  

 

 Editors of scholarly journals and translators of works originally published in another language 

are considered key roles and should be noted. (See first ex. below) 

Foucault, Michel. Madness and Civilization: A History of Insanity in the Age of 

Reason. Translated by Richard Howard, Vintage-Random House, 1988. 

Woolf, Virginia. Jacob’s Room. Annotated and with an introduction by Vara Neverow, 

Harcourt, Inc., 2008. 

Dewar, James A., and Peng Hwa Ang. “The Cultural Consequences the Internet.” Agent of 

Change: Print Culture Studies, edited by Sabrina Alcorn Baron et al., U of 

Massachusetts P / Center for the Book, Library of congress, 2007, pp. 365-77. 

o A few contributors’ roles cannot be phrased like those above; instead, express those 

roles as a noun followed by a comma. 

o general editor, Edwin W. Cady 



9 

 

 If a source such as a film, TV episode, or performance has many contributors, include those 

relevant to your project. 

 

“Hush.” Buffy the Vampire Slayer, created by Joss Whedon, performance by Sarah 

Michelle Geller, season 4, episode 10, Mutant Enemy, 1999.  

 A source contained in a collection may have a contributor who did not play a role in the 

whole collection; for ex., stories and poems in an anthology are often translated by various 

hands. Indentify such contributors after the title of your source, rather than after the 

collection. 

Fagih, Ahmed Ibrahim al-. The Singing of the Stars. Translated by Leila El Khalidi and 

Chris Tingley. Short Arabic Plays: An Anthology, edited by Salma Khadra 

Jayyuse, Interlink Books, 2003, pp. 140-157. 

 

7. VERSION 

If a source is listed as an edition or version of a work, include it in your citation. 

The Bible. Authorized King James Version, Oxford UP, 1998. 

Crowley, Sharon, and Debra Hawhee. Ancient Rhetorics for Contemporary Students. 3rd 

ed., Pearson, 2004. 

Cheyfitz, Eric. The Poetics of Imperialism: Translation and Colonialization from The 

Tempest to Tarzan. Expanded ed., U of Pennsylvania P, 1997. 

Miller, Casey, and Kate Swift. Words and Women. Updated ed., HarperCollins Publishers, 

1991. 

Works in other media may also appear in versions. 

Schuber, Franz. Piano Trio in E Flat Major D 929. Performance by Wiener Mozart-Trio, 

unabridged version, Deutsch 929, Preiser Records, 201. 

Scott, Ridley, director. Blade Runner. 1982. Performance by Harrison Ford, director’s 

cut, Warner Bros., 1992. 
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8. NUMBER 

If a source is part of a numbered sequence, such as a multi-volume book, or journal with both 
volume and issue numbers, those numbers must be listed in your citation. Note the addition of the 
clarified abbreviations. 

Dolby, Nadine. “Research in Youth Culture and Policy: Current Conditions and Future 

Directions.” Social Work and Society: The International Online-Only Journal, 

vol. 6, no.2, Fall 2008, www.socwork.net/sws/article/view/60/362.  

Quintilian. Institutio Oratoria. Translated by H. E. Butler, vol. 2, Loeb-Harvard UP, 1980. 

 

Seasons of television series, along with episodes, are typically numbered.  

“94 Meetings.” Parks and Recreation, created by Greg Daniels and Michael Schur, performance 

by Amy Poehler, season 2, episode 21, Deedle-Dee Productions and Universal 

Media Studios, 2010. 

9. PUBLISHER 

Publishers’ names are now given in full, with businessy words like Company (Co.) dropped. But 

abbreviations for academic presses (U, P, and UP) carry on.  The publisher produces or 

distributes the source to the public. If there is more than one publisher, and seem equally 

responsible for the work, list both in your citation, separated by a forward slash (/).   

 

Daniels, Greg, and Michael Schur, creators. Parks and Recreation. Deedle-Dee 

Productions / Universal Media Studios, 2015. 

 

 When an organization is both author and publisher of a work, the organization’s name is now 

given only once, usually as the publisher. No author is stated. 

Reading at Risk: A Survey of Literary Reading in America. National Endowment for the 

Arts, June 2004. 

 

 Film and television series are often produced and distributed by several companies 

performing different tasks. Generally, cite the organization who had the primary overall 

responsibility for it. 

Kuzui, Fran Rubel, director. Buffy the Vampire Slayer. Twentieth Century Fox, 1992. 
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Note: the publisher’s name is not to be included in the following sources:  

 periodicals,  

 works published by their author or editor,  

 a Web site whose title is the same name as its publisher,  

 a Web site that makes works available but does not actually publish them--such as 

YouTube, WordPress, or JSTOR. 

 

 

10. DATE 
 
Cite dates according to the date that is most meaningful or most relevant to your use. 
 
 

 Video on a website – include the date it was posted 
“Buffy the Vampire Slayer: Unaired Pilot 1996.” YouTube, uploaded by Brian 

Stowe, 28 Jan. 2012, www.youtube.com/watch?v+WR3J-v7QXXw. 

 

 

 Comments on a Web page – include the date it was posted or last modified as well as 

the time, if available. 

 
Jean. Comment on “The Reading Brain: Differences Between Digital and Print.” 

So Many Books, 25 April 2013, 10:30 p.m., 

somanybooksblog.com/2013/04/25/the-reading-brain-differences-between-

digital-and-print/#comments-830130. 

 

 

 Issue of periodicals – include month and season, if available. The season will be 

capitalized, despite our not doing so otherwise 

Belton, John. “Painting by the Numbers: Digital Intermediate.” Film Quarterly, vol. 

61, no. 3, Spring 2008, pp. 58-65. 
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SOURCE-SPECIFIC REMINDERS 
 

1. BOOKS 

 For books, do NOT include the city of publication UNLESS a work was published before 

1900 (or if clarifying a certain version published in a different location, for ex., British editions of books versus versions 

printed in the U.S.).  

Shusterman, Neil. Challenger Deep. HarperTeen, 2015. 

 

o Since pre-1900 works were usually associated with the city in which they were 

published, your documentation may substitute the city name for the publisher’s name. 

Thoreau, Henry David. Excursions. Boston, 1863. 

 

 Page numbers in the works-cited list, where applicable, are now preceded by p. or pp. 

Felstiner, John. Preface. Selected Poems and Prose of Paul Celan, by Paul 

Celan, translated by Felstiner, W.W. Norton, 2001, pp. xix-xxxvi. 

 

 

 NOTE:  Generally, for a book, if there is no author, but there is an editor, place the editor 

in the author position.   

Nunberg, Geoffrey, editor. The Future of the Book. U of California P, 1996. 

Holland, Merlin, and Rupert Hart-Davis, editors. The Complete Letters of Oscar 

Wilde, Henry Holt, 2000. 

 

 

 NOTE:  If, for a book, if there BOTH an author as well as an editor who is prominently 

displayed on the cover or cover page, place the editor in the “Other Contributors” position.   

Dewar, James. Agent of Change: Print Culture Studies, edited by Sabrina Alcorn 

Baron, foreword by Janie Howser, U of Massachusetts P, 2007. 
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2. ELECTRONIC SOURCES 
 

 Include a URL for a Web source to show readers where you found the source.  

 Delete “http:// or https://” from URLs.  

 A Permalink is acceptable and preferable (look for “Share” or “Cite this” button) 

o IF a DOI (digital object identifier) is available, use that instead.  

 Precede a DOI with doi: 

 

 Follow the DOI, URL, or Permalink with a period. 

 

Wheelis, Mark. "Investigating Disease Outbreaks Under a Protocol to the Biological and 

Toxin Weapons Convention." Emerging Infectious Diseases, vol. 6, no. 6, 2000, 

pp. 595-600, wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/6/6/00-0607_article.  

Langhamer, Claire. “Love and Courtship in Mid-Twentieth-Century England.” Historical 

Journal, vol. 50, no. 1, 2007, pp. 173-96. ProQuest, 

doi:10.1017/S0018246X06005966.  

 

 

o IF applicable, uses the phrase “Accessed on” to denote on which date you accessed 

the source. It is preceded and followed by a period.  ** 

 

 

 

Bernstein, Mark. "10 Tips on Writing the Living Web." A List Apart: For People Who 

Make Websites, alistapart.com/article/writeliving. Accessed 27 May 2009. ** 

 

 Placeholders for unknown information like n.d.(“no date”) are no longer used. If facts 

missing from a work are available in a reliable external resource, they are cited in square 

brackets. Otherwise, they are simply omitted. 

 

 ** NOTE: Inclusion of the access date is now optional and is recommended only for websites 

and online sources that do not include a copyright date.  However, it can be a good idea to list 

your date of access because web postings are often updated, and information available on one 

date may no longer be available later. Be consistent within your WC, and always follow the 

direction of your teacher. 

 



14 

 Cite online databases (e.g. LexisNexis, ProQuest, JSTOR, ScienceDirect, 

etc.) and other subscription services wherein you find articles as containers. Thus, 

provide the title of the database italicized before the DOI or URL. If a DOI is not 

provided, use the URL or Permalink instead. Provide the date of access if applicable. 

 
Alonso, Alvaro, and Julio A. Camargo. "Toxicity of Nitrite to Three Species of 

Freshwater Invertebrates." Environmental Toxicology, vol. 21, no. 1, 3 

Feb. 2006, pp. 90-94. Wiley Online Library, doi: 10.1002/tox.20155.  

Langhamer, Claire. “Love and Courtship in Mid-Twentieth-Century 

England.” Historical Journal, vol. 50, no. 1, 2007, pp. 173-96. ProQuest, 

doi:10.1017/S0018246X06005966.  

 

 

3. JOURNALS 

 Include abbreviations to identify issues of scholarly journals, for instance, with “vol. 64, no. 1” 

rather than “64.1.”   

 If an issue of a scholarly journal is dated with a month or season, the month or season is now 

always cited along with the year.  (CAP the seasons in WC, despite normally not doing so.) 

Belton, John. “Painting by the Numbers: Digital Intermediate.” Film Quarterly, vol. 

61, no. 3, Spring 2008, pp. 58-65. 

 

 

4. SOCIAL MEDIA, POSTINGS, EMAIL 

 Emails – use its subject as the title of the source 

Boyle, Anthony T. “Re: Utopia.” Received by Daniel J. Cahill, 21 June 1997. 

 

 Tweets – identify by reproducing its full text text, without changes, as the title of the source 

@persiankiwi. “We have report of large street battles in east & west of Tehran now - 

#Iranelection.” Twitter, 23 June 2009, 11:15 a.m. eastern, 

twitter.com/persiankiwi/status/2298106072. 

 

Notice the time stamp in the citations above and below: If an article, a comment, a post, a 

tweet, or another source on the Web indicates a time when the work was posted or last 

modified, include the time and time zone along with the date, esp. if the time may be relevant.  
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 A post, an untitled comment, an untitled review on an online forum – include the title of 
the work to which the one being documented is connected 
 

a. An untitled comment on an online forum (includes title of article commented on) 
 
Jean. Comment on “The Reading Brain: Differences Between Digital and Print.” 

So Many Books, 25 April 2013, 10:30 p.m., 

somanybooksblog.com/2013/04/25/the-reading-brain-differences-between-

digital-and-print/#comments-830130. 

 

b. An untitled review (includes title of work under review) 

Mackin, Josh. Review of The Pleasures of Reading in an Age of Distraction, by 

Alan Jacobs. New York Journal of Books, 2 June 2011, 

www.nyjournalofbooks.com/book-review/pleasures-of-reading-age-

distraction.  

 

5. YouTube Video – include the uploader and the upload date 
 

“Buffy the Vampire Slayer: Unaired Pilot 1996.” YouTube, uploaded by Brian 

Stowe, 28 Jan. 2012, www.youtube.com/watch?v+WR3J-v7QXXw. 

 

6. FILM & TV 

 If your discussion of film/TV focuses on a person’s performance, begin with him/her 
 

Gellar, Sarah Michelle, performer. Buffy the Vampire Slayer. Mutant Enemy, 

1997-2003. 

 

 If your discussion of film/TV does NOT focus on a person’s performance, begin with the title 
 

Buffy the Vampire Slayer. Created by Joss Whedon, performance by Sarah  

Michelle Gellar, Mutant Enemy, 1997-2003. 
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Miscellaneous 

1. ABBREVIATIONS 

 Common terms in the works-cited list like editor, translator, performer, creator, and review 

of are no longer abbreviated.  Others include adapted by, directed by, created by, edited by, 

illustrated by, introduced by, narrated by, performance by, translated by, etc. 

 Common abbreviations 

 anon. - for anonymous 

 c. or ca. - for circa 

 ch. - for chapter 

 dept. - for department 

 ed. - for edition 

 et al. - for multiple names 

(translates to "and others") 

 fwd. - for foreword 

 jour. - for journal 

 lib. - for library 

 no. - for number 

 P - for Press (used for academic 

presses) 

 p. - for page, pp. for pages 

 par. -  for paragraph when page numbers are 

unavailable 

 qtd. in - for quoted in 

 rev. - for revised 

 sec. or sect. - for section 

 ser. - for series 

 trans. - for translation 

 U - for University (for example, Purdue U) 

 UP - for University Press (for example, Yale UP or 

U of California P) 

 var. - for variant 

 vol. - for volume

 

2. OPTIONAL ELEMENTS  

Include these elements if they provide essential or important information about a source that will 
help a reader track down an original source and/or delineate it from another source 

 Date of original publication – IF it provides relevant insight into the work’s creation  

Scott, Ridley, director. Blade Runner. 1982. Performance by Harrison Ford, director’s cut, Warner Bros., 1992. 

 City of publication – IF a book was published before 1900 or IF there are versions that significantly differ  

Goethe, Johann Wolfgang von. Conversations of Goethe with Eckermann and Soret. Translated by John Oxenford, new 

ed., London, 1875. 

 Total number of volumes for Multivolume publications – IF it helps reader to find a source 

Wellek, Rene. A History of Modern Criticism, 1750-1950. Vol. 8, Yale UP, 1992. 8 vols. 

 Series title - IF the work is part of a bigger series – include the number of the book in series, if applicable 

Neruda, Pablo. Canto General. Translated by Jack Schmitt, U of California P, 1991. Latin American Literature and 

Culture 7.  
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 Unexpected type of work might include a type label—transcript, lecture, address, for ex – IF it helps reader to 
understand your source or clarify that you heard it in person. 

Fresh Air. Narrated by Terry Gross, National Public Radio, 20 May 2008. Transcript. 

Atwood, Margaret. “Silencing the Scream.” Boundaries of the Imagination Forum. MLA Annual Convention, 29 Dec. 

1993, Royal York Hotel, Toronto. Address. 

 Information about prior publications – IF it seems relevant 

Johnson, Barbara. “My Monster / My Self.” The Barbara Johnson Reader: The Surprise of Otherness, edited by 

Melissa Feuerstein et al., Duke UP, 2014, pp. 179-90. Originally published in Diacritics, vol. 12, no.2, 1982, 

pp. 2-10. 

 Date of Access for online sources – IF the source provides no date of publication/production

Under the Gun.” Pretty Little Liars, season 4, episode 6, ABC Family, 16 July 2013. Hulu, 

www.hulu.com/watch/511418. Accessed 23 July 2013. 

 

In-Text Citations 

The principles behind in-text citations in MLA style are unchanged. A few details have been added 

or clarified, though: 

 For time-based media like video, times are now cited in the text. 

o (“Buffy” 00:03:16-17) 

 The use of my trans. can be used to identify the writer’s translation of a non-English quotation 

 Shortening of long titles when they have to be part of a parenthetical citation (pp.117-8) 

 The punctuation used when various items are combined in one parenthetical citation is 

summarized. 

Other Aspects of Writing 

Following are new points that concern the writing in a research project: 

 Two forward slashes ( // ) mark stanza breaks in run-in quotations of verse.  Single slashes ( / ) 

mark line breaks.  Include a space before and after a slash(es). 

 If a block quotation of prose contains internal paragraphing, the first line of the quotation now 

begins without a paragraph indention even if one is present in the source. 
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

 The actual book is available in the library—GASP! 

 MLA website 
o FAQs about MLA:  https://style.mla.org/category/ask-the-mla/  

 
o Sample MLA 8 Papers:  https://style.mla.org/sample-papers/  

 
o Formatting the Paper as a Whole (notice no changes): https://style.mla.org/formatting-

papers/  

 

 TEMPLATE for MLA 8: https://style.mla.org/files/2016/04/practice-template.pdf  
 

 

 OWL Purdue is on board.  See examples here: 

Overview and Ex. of old vs. new:  https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/22/  

 Examples: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/  

   https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/  

 Noodletools is on board. 

Other Examples:  http://libguides.uwf.edu/c.php?g=215200&p=3321453  

Click here for source-type specific examples: http://www.easybib.com/guides/citation-

guides/mla-8/  

 EasyBib seems to be on board:   

EasyBib resources: http://www.easybib.com/guides/citation-guides/mla-8/?utm_campaign=MLA+8+-

+2016&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--6x8uWQiuvRa0fRNWQVPcHvLn59IcLt6h9-
lu2d1KG3YHvE39LxsvVUiwSYSyvbdmGZxZtFNlrC42fju-
KmqexYFjshg&_hsmi=36843815&utm_content=36844899&utm_source=hs_email&hsCtaTracking=12963325-
1388-49ee-abd7-da1c17843fae%7Cd7526ea9-f2ea-4aa3-adf8-36a23000e7a2  

 EasyBib complete guide to MLA 8: 

http://info.imagineeasy.com/hubfs/EDU_Files/Complete_Guide_to_MLA_8.pdf?utm_campaign=MLA+8+-
+2016&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_UMRD0h9sAYq7ZSXNpTD5F0a8-
KR2fK8jVa2A87suo98WGd9kCLxVUbkBXG0XRlJEnxv9hTiaSeOGjm429KUhGOa1YeQ&_hsmi=36843815&ut
m_content=36844899&utm_source=hs_email&hsCtaTracking=2537d729-c32c-40c7-9a6e-
c38de524cee6%7C38076eb4-0f14-4249-8b7f-7fd5bffb54a1  

 

 Most automated citation makers—Refme.com, Bibme, citation machine—

are getting on board but aren’t there yet, so their automatic citations may contain errors. 

ALWAYS CHECK AN AUTOMATED ENTRY AGAINST EXAMPLES TO ENSURE ITS ACCURACY. 

https://style.mla.org/category/ask-the-mla/
https://style.mla.org/sample-papers/
https://style.mla.org/formatting-papers/
https://style.mla.org/formatting-papers/
https://style.mla.org/files/2016/04/practice-template.pdf
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/22/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/
http://libguides.uwf.edu/c.php?g=215200&p=3321453
http://www.easybib.com/guides/citation-guides/mla-8/
http://www.easybib.com/guides/citation-guides/mla-8/
http://www.easybib.com/guides/citation-guides/mla-8/?utm_campaign=MLA+8+-+2016&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--6x8uWQiuvRa0fRNWQVPcHvLn59IcLt6h9-lu2d1KG3YHvE39LxsvVUiwSYSyvbdmGZxZtFNlrC42fju-KmqexYFjshg&_hsmi=36843815&utm_content=36844899&utm_source=hs_email&hsCtaTracking=12963325-1388-49ee-abd7-da1c17843fae%7Cd7526ea9-f2ea-4aa3-adf8-36a23000e7a2
http://www.easybib.com/guides/citation-guides/mla-8/?utm_campaign=MLA+8+-+2016&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--6x8uWQiuvRa0fRNWQVPcHvLn59IcLt6h9-lu2d1KG3YHvE39LxsvVUiwSYSyvbdmGZxZtFNlrC42fju-KmqexYFjshg&_hsmi=36843815&utm_content=36844899&utm_source=hs_email&hsCtaTracking=12963325-1388-49ee-abd7-da1c17843fae%7Cd7526ea9-f2ea-4aa3-adf8-36a23000e7a2
http://www.easybib.com/guides/citation-guides/mla-8/?utm_campaign=MLA+8+-+2016&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--6x8uWQiuvRa0fRNWQVPcHvLn59IcLt6h9-lu2d1KG3YHvE39LxsvVUiwSYSyvbdmGZxZtFNlrC42fju-KmqexYFjshg&_hsmi=36843815&utm_content=36844899&utm_source=hs_email&hsCtaTracking=12963325-1388-49ee-abd7-da1c17843fae%7Cd7526ea9-f2ea-4aa3-adf8-36a23000e7a2
http://www.easybib.com/guides/citation-guides/mla-8/?utm_campaign=MLA+8+-+2016&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--6x8uWQiuvRa0fRNWQVPcHvLn59IcLt6h9-lu2d1KG3YHvE39LxsvVUiwSYSyvbdmGZxZtFNlrC42fju-KmqexYFjshg&_hsmi=36843815&utm_content=36844899&utm_source=hs_email&hsCtaTracking=12963325-1388-49ee-abd7-da1c17843fae%7Cd7526ea9-f2ea-4aa3-adf8-36a23000e7a2
http://www.easybib.com/guides/citation-guides/mla-8/?utm_campaign=MLA+8+-+2016&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--6x8uWQiuvRa0fRNWQVPcHvLn59IcLt6h9-lu2d1KG3YHvE39LxsvVUiwSYSyvbdmGZxZtFNlrC42fju-KmqexYFjshg&_hsmi=36843815&utm_content=36844899&utm_source=hs_email&hsCtaTracking=12963325-1388-49ee-abd7-da1c17843fae%7Cd7526ea9-f2ea-4aa3-adf8-36a23000e7a2
http://info.imagineeasy.com/hubfs/EDU_Files/Complete_Guide_to_MLA_8.pdf?utm_campaign=MLA+8+-+2016&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_UMRD0h9sAYq7ZSXNpTD5F0a8-KR2fK8jVa2A87suo98WGd9kCLxVUbkBXG0XRlJEnxv9hTiaSeOGjm429KUhGOa1YeQ&_hsmi=36843815&utm_content=36844899&utm_source=hs_email&hsCtaTracking=2537d729-c32c-40c7-9a6e-c38de524cee6%7C38076eb4-0f14-4249-8b7f-7fd5bffb54a1
http://info.imagineeasy.com/hubfs/EDU_Files/Complete_Guide_to_MLA_8.pdf?utm_campaign=MLA+8+-+2016&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_UMRD0h9sAYq7ZSXNpTD5F0a8-KR2fK8jVa2A87suo98WGd9kCLxVUbkBXG0XRlJEnxv9hTiaSeOGjm429KUhGOa1YeQ&_hsmi=36843815&utm_content=36844899&utm_source=hs_email&hsCtaTracking=2537d729-c32c-40c7-9a6e-c38de524cee6%7C38076eb4-0f14-4249-8b7f-7fd5bffb54a1
http://info.imagineeasy.com/hubfs/EDU_Files/Complete_Guide_to_MLA_8.pdf?utm_campaign=MLA+8+-+2016&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_UMRD0h9sAYq7ZSXNpTD5F0a8-KR2fK8jVa2A87suo98WGd9kCLxVUbkBXG0XRlJEnxv9hTiaSeOGjm429KUhGOa1YeQ&_hsmi=36843815&utm_content=36844899&utm_source=hs_email&hsCtaTracking=2537d729-c32c-40c7-9a6e-c38de524cee6%7C38076eb4-0f14-4249-8b7f-7fd5bffb54a1
http://info.imagineeasy.com/hubfs/EDU_Files/Complete_Guide_to_MLA_8.pdf?utm_campaign=MLA+8+-+2016&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_UMRD0h9sAYq7ZSXNpTD5F0a8-KR2fK8jVa2A87suo98WGd9kCLxVUbkBXG0XRlJEnxv9hTiaSeOGjm429KUhGOa1YeQ&_hsmi=36843815&utm_content=36844899&utm_source=hs_email&hsCtaTracking=2537d729-c32c-40c7-9a6e-c38de524cee6%7C38076eb4-0f14-4249-8b7f-7fd5bffb54a1
http://info.imagineeasy.com/hubfs/EDU_Files/Complete_Guide_to_MLA_8.pdf?utm_campaign=MLA+8+-+2016&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_UMRD0h9sAYq7ZSXNpTD5F0a8-KR2fK8jVa2A87suo98WGd9kCLxVUbkBXG0XRlJEnxv9hTiaSeOGjm429KUhGOa1YeQ&_hsmi=36843815&utm_content=36844899&utm_source=hs_email&hsCtaTracking=2537d729-c32c-40c7-9a6e-c38de524cee6%7C38076eb4-0f14-4249-8b7f-7fd5bffb54a1

